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guiding an old Hindu woman through a dangerous
crush of vehicles ! He had jumped from his box, at
sight of the blind and stumbling feebleness, and left
his ghari in charge of its small footman, or syce. It
was the Prophet of Arabia who said, " He who
kisses the feet of his -mother attains to Paradise."
In devotion to the mother, and in chivalry for old
age, Mahpmmedan and Hindu, high and low, in
India, are absolutely at one. It is a mistake to
suppose that even the religious demarcation between
Hinduism and Islam has the bitterness that divides,
for instance, Geneva from Rome. Sufi-ism, with its
roll of saints and martyrs, contributes to Mahom-
medanism a phase of development which matches
Hinduism in its highest forms. The apostles of
either faith are recognizable by the other. The real
divergence between the two religions lies rather
in the body of associated customs, than in doctrines,
which are not philosophically incomprehensible.

The Mahommedan derives his customs from
Arabia, and from a period in which the merging
of many tribes in a national unity was the great
need: the Hindu bases his habits on his own past,
and on the necessity of preserving a higher civiliza-
tion from modification by lower. In other words,
the difference between the two deals rather with
matters of household and oratory, woman and the
priesthood, than with thos'e interests out of whicH